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Sellersburg Celebrates. Source: Facebook Sellersburg Celebrates. Source: Facebook

A 5-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan provides goals and actions to be created within the 
five-year scope of this plan. In some sections of the plan, a long-term vision is identified for the 
existing parks and recreational system. These are identified because they are considered larger 
tasks, where the prep work needs to begin now. The overall purpose of this plan is to improve 
funding opportunities for parks and programming, identify recreational needs, gather public 
input and feedback, and provide a clear sense of direction for parks and recreation system in 
Sellersburg. 

This plan was developed throughout 2018 and adopted that same year. The Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources approved the final plan, allowing the Town to apply for funding beginning in 
2019. The Parks Board should update this plan by 2024 in order to continue to apply and receive 
funding and assistance through IDNR.

The 2019-2023 Sellersburg Parks and Recreation Master Plan provides guidance and policy 
direction for the Sellersburg Parks and Recreation Department’s role in the community for the next 
five years. 

The primary focus of the plan is on the short-term strategies that will build success over the long-term. 
The master plan includes the board’s mission and vision; an analysis of the parks and recreation 
system’s current condition and challenges; and key needs that were identified by research and 
community engagement. The master plan is designed to be flexible, providing a framework that 
will help the department build the systems and processes that will lead to success over time.

GOALS OF THE PLAN

BACKGROUND







WELCOME TO 
SELLERSBURG
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In context, the Town is almost equidistant away 
from both Charlestown State Park and Deam Lake 
State Recreation Area. It would take 15 minutes for 
a resident to travel to either of these parks, however 
no state recreational facility or large natural space 
is used for recreation in Sellersburg. Other than the 
two owned facilities, the Town also houses or is 
immediately adjacent to three golf courses, school 
recreational facilities, Speed Park, and Silver Creek 
Township Park. 

The topography is relatively flat throughout the 
Town with some rolling hills in the more rural areas. 
According to the USDA NRCS soil survey of Clark 
County, Sellersburg contains a variety of soil types, 
which are mostly suitable for building or agricultural. 
The most prevalent soil types include Urban Land 
Aquents (20%), Jennings Silt Loam (12.4%), Pekin 
Silt Loan (7.8%), Wakeland Silt Loam (6.7%), and 
Udorthents (5.2%).

As Sellersburg continues developing land in the 
southern portions of town limits and park space is 
acquired, planted retention basins, engineered 
wetlands, rain gardens, and other nature-based 
techniques should be considered to mitigate 
flooding in the area.

LOCAL ASSETS
NATURAL FEATURES

Silver Creek

According to the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources Indiana County Endangered, 
Threatened, and Rare Species List, as of February 
2018, Clark County has a number of state classified 
species that are considered either endangered 
or threatened. Federally, Clark County’s gray bat, 
Indiana bat, fat pocketbook mollusk, and running 
buffalo clover are listed on the endangered species 
list.

Although the local schools are named after Silver 
Creek, the waterbody traverses through only the 
northern portion of town and mostly snakes around 
the community. Silver Creek is a tributary from Big 
Bass Lake located adjacent to I-65 approximately 
12 miles north of Sellersburg and ends at the 
Ohio River. Other small streams that run through 
Sellersburg include Elk Run and Camp Run. The 
southern portion of Sellersburg just east of the I-65 
interchange, which is characterized as the town 
center, is within the 100-Year Floodplain due to 
Silver Creek. The other streams in the area do not 
pose a flooding threat.

A majority of the land within Town limits has been 
developed for building or agricultural purposes. 
Some wooded areas exist in pockets in between 
farms and neighborhoods as well as along I-65.
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The Town itself is about 6 square miles and is divided 
unequally by the major Interstate 65 corridor. I-65 
is connected to US Highway 31, which connects 
north and east to Jeffersonville and Henryville, 
and County Road 311, which connects westward 
to Clarksville and New Albany. The County 
Road 311 corridor in Sellersburg contains mostly 
suburban retail and commercial establishments 
such as restaurants, groceries, gas stations and 
hotels. Near the interstate interchange along 
US Highway 31, development is denser, with 
traditional neighborhoods and businesses in the 
community. This area also houses the two Town-
owned parks, Town Hall, educational facilities and 
other community facilities. This area could also be 
characterized by the downtown or town center. 

The remaining portion of the Town can be 
characterized as rural with pockets of suburban 
neighborhoods. These areas of the town limits 
have the potential of being built out and 
accommodate the population growth with housing 
developments. Several years in the future, these 
new developments may put a strain on available 
land in the community for additional recreational 
facilities. To ensure that the residents have ample 
recreational opportunities, developers should work 
with the Town to encourage recreational facilities 
in new neighborhood developments.

Another major corridor in Sellersburg is a brief 
segment of County Road 60, connecting County 
road 311 with Grant Line Road, and major arterial 
roadway that travels through New Albany. Other 
significant roadways located in Sellersburg include 
St. Joe Road, Perry Crossing Road and Utica Street. 
Other than roadways, the Town is not serviced by 
any rail line.

MAN-MADE FEATURES

Typical residential development in Sellersburg

Interstate 65 dissects portions of Sellersburg, creating a 
barrier

Highway Commercial Development found in 
Sellersburg
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Sellersburg, when originally platted was spelled 
Sellarsburgh until corrected by James Van Hook, 
a map preparer from Charlestown. The village was 
laid out in 1846 by Moses. W. Sellers and John Hill. 
The Town was considered as an irregular lay-out 
with none of the original forty-two lots to have a 
right angle. 

However, the town was established and 
was situated at the Jeffersonville, Madison & 
Indianapolis Railroad(JM&I). The JM&I was formed 
in 1866 as a merger between the Indianapolis and 
Madison Railroad and the Jeffersonville Railroad. 
There are two railbeds in Sellersburg, but only one 
is active. The railbed that runs parallel to State 
Road 60, is abandoned and has the potential to 
be redeveloped into a long-distance trail corridor 
connecting southern Indiana to the north. The 
expansion of a regional trail system could attract 
recreational visitors and prospect residents to the 
area.

Moses W. Sellers, one of the original founders, was 
the first man in the town to keep a general store 
as well as the first post master which was soon built 
following the railroad. The railroad became the 
center of town as we considered a noted shipping 
point.

By 1875 the town flourished with a population 
of approximately 300 people, three churches, 
two saloons, three dry-good stores, one grocery, 
two blacksmiths, two shoe-makers, and three 
physicians. Most of the citizens were employed 
by cement companies, owned their own homes 
and were of German descent. The spirit of the 
citizens was characterized as “having no need of 
being a loafer in this busy little place, people are 
bent on living well, and strive to attain a position 
which will, during old age, release them of hard 
labor.” 15 years later in 1890, the Town was officially 
incorporated.

HISTORIC FEATURES

School picture from 1890

John Schellers, a 
store-keeper in the 
town

The first store kept by Moses W. Sellers, the Town’s 
founder

Flouring mill built in 1874
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Sellersburg Celebrates is large cultural event held annually at the Silver Creek Township Park. Although 
this park is not located within Town limits, this is tied to the identity of Sellersburg. The event is held on a 
late summer weekend, usually in August and is filled with craft booths, festival rides, music and more. The 
festival not only attracts Sellersburg residents, but those in surrounding communities as well. 

Other cultural features of Sellersburg include various events and activities centered around the pool such 
as swim parties, lessons, meets, and movies. Other events located in the community include the Farmer’s 
Market, Street Dance and other event held throughout the year. It is important that the Sellersburg 
Park Board continues to encourage public use of the existing parks and facilities. Special events and 
programming also give an opportunity to attract visitors into the community while also encouraging use 
of parks for residents. These events should also work to include local and regional arts groups, for example, 
Alliance of Southern Indiana, Jeffersonville Arts Alliance, Theatreworks of Southern Indiana, and Derby 
Dinner Playhouse.

Education is also a significant cultural feature in the community. Currently the community houses Silver 
Creek High School, Silver Creek Middle School, Silver Creek Elementary School, Silver Creek Primary 
School. St. John Paul II Catholic School, Rock Creek Community Academy, Growing Minds Preschool and 
Ivy Tech Community College-South Central. The Silver Creek Schools in general provide an identity for the 
community as well.

Currently Clark County is involved in a Regional Development Authority that will update their Regional 
Development Plan for the region and likely include recreational facilities. The Town of Sellersburg should 
share their vision for the community and work with the RDA to ensure the regional plan aligns with their 
vision and goals.

CULTURAL FEATURES

Sellersburg Celebrates at Silver Creek Township Park
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The Sellersburg Parks and Recreation Board has a total of four members, with one seat open. 
The Board has been in operation since 1968 and was established to serve the recreational needs 
in the community. One seat for the board, which is reserved for a School Board representative, 
is currently open. The board meets monthly on the second Tuesday of each month at the 
Sellersburg Town Hall at 6:00 p.m. Once appointed, each board members have a term of four 
years. The following information outlines the current board members, their position, address, 
phone number and term. 

Paid staff for the parks system in Sellersburg includes the pool staff that provide services such 
as lifeguard, concessions, ticketing, and management. The Town Manager is also considered 
paid staff, however this role does not directly lead the development of the parks system but 
assists with administrative needs as appropriate. Although the school park facilities are used by 
residents, there is no formal Joint Use Agreement between the Parks Board and Town with the 
local schools. It is recommended for an agreement to be in place to reduce any liability issues.

Parks Board Members
Name Position Address Phone Number Term

Greg Ferree President 225 Highland Ave. 812-972-0822 January 28, 2016 to 
January, 2020

Terry Purlee Board Member 1408 Allentown Rd. 812-406-8062 February 10, 2016 
to January, 2020

Jennifer Quinlan Board Member 2107 Sterling Oak Dr. 502-550-6538 January, 2017 to 
January, 2021

Glennis N. Wisdom Board Member 501 Edgewood Dr. 502-821-9609 January, 2017 to 
January 2021

School Board Seat Open N/A N/A N/A

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD 

Park President, Greg Ferree, helping at the Public Meeting held at the Farmer’s Market





SURVEY SAYS
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“355 Survey 
Respondents

In total, the Town was able to receive 
a total of 335 survey responses. 
The survey asked a total of 37 
questions ranging from household 
information, park satisfaction, 
recreational preferences, and 
recreational desires. Typical survey 
participants were female, in their 
late 20’s to early 40’s and had 
one to three children. The online 
survey was open from April 27th 
to June 10th 2018 and received 
308 responses. Paper surveys were 
handed out at May 23rd public 
meeting. Surveys were requested to 
be returned by May 31st 2018 and 
47 paper surveys were collected.

WHO REPLIED?

THEY ARE SPENDING...
3-8 HOURS PER WEEK
$20-$100 PER MONTH

Participants stated 
they typically utilize 
recreational facilities and 
programs to spend time 
with family and friends, for 
entertainment purposes, 
or for the health benefits. 
Future parks should 
focus on environments 
that facilitate social 
interaction, are fun, and 
provide access to nature 
and physical activity.

RECREATIONAL MOTIVATION

Social

Fun

Health

Nature

WHAT DO THEY WANT?

Bike Paths

Hiking

Activities

Walking Paths Splash Pad
Park

Playground
Facilities

Frisbee Golf

Shelters

Gym

Fishing

Skating Bowling Alley

Picnic Areas
Bathrooms

Sidewalks

Community Center

Tennis Courts
Participants are willing to spend more time 
and more money for increased facilities 
and programs offered in Sellersburg. 
Recreational facilities with high interest 
included a splash pad, facilities for 
walking, playground, dog park, activities 
for kids and families, and soccer and 
tennis courts. Programs with high interests 
included concerts in the park, access 
to nature, movies in the park, picnics, 
educational and artistic activities, as well 
as fitness or sport activities.

For detailed responses, refer to the 
appendices.

More 
Programs

More 
Space

Enhanced 
Facilities

Dog Park























A VISION FOR THE 
PARKS SYSTEM
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ADOPTION RESOLUTION
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PUBLIC NOTICE
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504 COMPLIANCE FORM
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DETAILED BUDGET INFORMATION
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DETAILED BUDGET INFORMATION
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DETAILED BUDGET INFORMATION
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DETAILED BUDGET INFORMATION
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MEETING SIGN-IN SHEETS
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MEETING SIGN-IN SHEETS
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MEETING SIGN-IN SHEETS
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PUBLIC MEETING MATERIALS: 5/23/18
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PUBLIC MEETING MATERIALS: 5/23/18
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PUBLIC MEETING MATERIALS: 5/23/18
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PUBLIC MEETING MATERIALS: 5/23/18
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SURVEY
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SURVEY
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SURVEY
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SURVEY
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ONLINE SURVEY
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